
W h a t  i s  i t ?  W h e r e  i s  i t ?  

[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΚ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ DǊƻǳƴŘǎΚ 

! 

/ 
[ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рΦ 

9 

C 

2016 by the Numbers 

орΣурр ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ wŜǳƴƛƻƴ 
     мрн wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ /ŀǊǎ ϧ ¢ǊǳŎƪǎ 
     тнф Dŀǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜǎ 
     млн Cǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ aƻŘŜƭ {ǘŜŀƳ 9ƴƎƛƴŜǎ 
     мΣлон ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ CŀǊƳ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ 
тΣлсл ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŀǳƴǘŜŘ IƻǳǎŜ  
мнΣсрр ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ IŀǳƴǘŜŘ wŀƛƭǎ 
       [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ рс Lƻǿŀ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ нл {ǘŀǘŜǎ 
CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎτмΣллл ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ  

плΣспл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ уол ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 

¢ƘŜ нлмт ол-ƘƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ  
.ƻō ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎƪƛ DŜǊŘŜǎΩ мфлф {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ {ǘŜŀƳŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ нлмт h¢ ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊ ōǳǧƻƴ 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ мфлр мн¢ YŜƭƭȅ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘ wƻŀŘ wƻƭƭŜǊ ƻǿƴŜŘ 
ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ ϧ WŜŀƴ DǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ 
/ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭΣ /h ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ IŜŜǊŘǘ 
CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ aǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΦ 

5 
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Festival of Lights Showcases Over 100 Displays  

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ нлмс ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ 
ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΣ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻũŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ 

ǎǘŀũ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 
¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƴǝƴƎ 
ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ hƭŘ 
¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ wŜǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŀǎƘŜǊǎ IƻǳǎŜ 
ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊ ƻǊ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎΣ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ 
! ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ плΣспл ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ 

ƛƴ нлмс ōȅ уол ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƳŀƪŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢ƻǳǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀȅΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ омф-оур-уфотΦ 

WǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
.ƻƻǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмс hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ wŜǳƴƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ aƛƭƭŜǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ уол ƛƴ 
нлмсΦ 

Volunteers are the Backbone of Old Threshers  

¢ƘŜ aǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ тр ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ млл ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΦ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ ǎǘŀũ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ул ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜƭƭ 
ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀƴǎ оп ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ {ƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛƴŘΣ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
ŦǊƛƎƛŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǳƴƴƻǝŎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ 
/ŀƳǇŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜǳƴƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ 
ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ! ōǳǊƴ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƻŘ ǿŀǊƳǎ 
ŬƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŜǎΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ Lƻǿŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǎ 5Ŝǎ aƻƛƴŜǎΦ 
CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ммп 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ōƛƎΣ 
ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ hǇŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ рΥол-ф 

ƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омǎǘΦ 

(From left) Rusty from North Pole Productions, FOL 
volunteers Linda Enearl and Rich Garrels set up a snow 
globe. Hidden behind Linda is OT CEO Terry 
McWilliams. The globe is new to the FOL. By the end of 
the 34-night attraction, 100 volunteers will have worked 
to make it possible. 
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     It seems like the holidays this year are all melding into one almost seamless series of 

celebrations. We had just finished a great 2016 Old Threshers Reunion and two days later our 

volunteers and staff began to unload semi-trailers full of Halloween props and materials into the 

just vacated Antique Car Building. After weeks of fast and furious construction and installation, 

the newest edition of the Thrashers House of Terror was ready to open its doors and scare the 

daylights out of the visitors who dared to enter. 

 

     The haunted house crew created a wonderfully frightening environment filled with sights, 

sounds, and illusions fit for anyone intent of raising their blood pressure. The haunt was very 

well attended through its thirteen nights of operation as were the four weekends of the Midwest 

Haunted Rails when Old Threshers joins the Midwest Central Railroad to transform the grounds 

into a special Halloween experience for the entire family. I wish to thank the 200+ volunteers that 

made the month of October a record breaker for attendance on both Halloween events. 

 

But just as the Thrashers House of Terror and Haunted Rails were getting into full fright, semi-trailers appeared 

filled with thousands of Christmas lights. The next day would see the beginnings of the Mount Pleasant Festival of Lights 

holiday installation in our 60-acre campground. North Pole Productions has eight holiday light display clients including 

Albany, New York, Branson, Mo and Old Threshers.  Old Threshers is the smallest client of North Pole Productions, but 

we have been blessed with the financial support of a large number of donors and sponsors who are making the project 

possible. Old Threshers was able to sign another 3 year deal with North Pole Productions for 2016 -2018. 

 

As I look back on 2016 at Old Threshers, I have to say thanks to everyone. We had an amazing year with great 

events and projects. We started off the 2016 year with a new way to share our information with over 80,000 households, 

hundreds of camping reservations and an amazing music line up for the Reunion. The school tour program allowed us to 

share the Old Threshers story with over 1,000 kids in the spring. The Theatre Seminar, Steam School, Greater Iowa Swap 

and the Bussey Doll event once again packed our spring months. The warmer months then lead us into a long list of 

projects: trolley track work, construction of a new storage building, restroom remodels, new grounds lighting, 

computerizing the camper grounds sites, Pleasant Lawn School refurbish, and many more across the grounds. 

 

Even as we are winding down the programs and projects for 2016, we are already well into the planning and 

implementation stage on many of the projects and events for the 2017 season at Old Threshers. So mark your calendar for 

Aug. 31st to Sept 4th for the annual Old Threshers Reunion. 

 

The 2017 year will be no different. The list of projects and events will be led by more restroom remodeling, work 

on our ground trains, drainage problems in the campgrounds, trolley car restoration and repairs, more new grounds 

lighting and a new Bussey Doll and Antique Clothing Museum display, just to name a few. Iôm asking for a ñcan do 

attitudeò by everyone at Old Threshers in 2017. With a positive attitude we all can do great things together for the 

betterment of the association. ñA bad attitude is like a flat tire. You canôt go anywhere until you change it!ò In 2017 the 

Association will be moving forward with positive support from the Board of Directors, Volunteers, Exhibitors, Visitors 

and staff to create that Can Do Attitude! Thank you all for a great 2016 and I canôt wait to see what we can all accomplish 

together in 2017.  

 

ñOne of the real joys of the Holiday Season is the opportunity to say Thank You and to wish you the very best for 

the New Year!ò From my family - my wife Cyndi, my kids Brady, Nathan and Rachel - to you and yours ï Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 

 

P.S. Donôt forget to mark your calendars for Aug. 31 to Sept. 4, 2017. 

Greetings from Old Threshers  

 

Terry McWilliams, CEO 
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Featured for 2017  

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ {ǘŜŀƳ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ 
мфлр мн¢ YŜƭƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘ {ǘŜŀƳ wƻƭƭŜǊ 
5ŀǾŜ ϧ WŜŀƴ DǊƻǎǎτ/ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭΣ /h 
¢ƘŜ IŜŜǊŘǘ CŀƳƛƭȅτaǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ L! 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ Dŀǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ 
ά.ǳƭƭǎŜȅŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜǎέ 

мфмр .ǳƭƭǎŜȅŜ {ƛŘŜǎƘŀƊ п мκн It 
!ƭŜȄ wŀǳǎŎƘŜǊτ[ƻŎƪǊƛŘƎŜΣ L! 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊ 
мфму aƻƭƛƴŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ 

/ŀǊƭ ϧ aŀǊƛōŜƭƭŜ [ǳƴŘτaǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ L! 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ¢ǊǳŎƪ 
мфст 5ƻŘƎŜ {ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ¢ǊǳŎƪ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ ϧ WŀƴŜǘ WŀƴŜŎŜƪτ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ L! 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ /ŀǊ 
мфлф {ŜŀǊǎ aƻǘƻǊ .ǳƎƎȅ 

WƻƘƴ όWŀŎƪύ ϧ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ 5ŀƭȅτ.ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ L! 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊ 
мфсф aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎ-aƻƭƛƴŜ ммп 

aŀǊƪ ϧ .ŜǾ ²ŜƛǊŀǘƘŜǊτYŜƻƪǳƪΣ L! 
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o b i t u a r i e s  Continued from page 11 

Equipment Association. He 
was a member of the 
Federated Insurance 
Equipment Dealers Advisory 
Council. He served on the 
Board of Directors and was 
Chairman of the Board of the 
Pilot Grove Savings Bank. He 
served on the Advisory Board 
of the Ft. Madison 
Community Hospital and was 
President of the Marquette 
School Board. 
He is survived by his wife of 
64 years, Joan; daughter 
Sylvia Wetta (Robert) of 
Vestavia Hills, AL; sons J.J. 
Nichting of Palm Springs, CA, 
Thomas Nichting (Janet) of 
Omaha, NE, and Michael 
Nichting (Heather) of 
Rochester, NY; grandchildren 
Bryan Wetta (Luisa), Michael 
Wetta (Kristen), Emily 
Buerger (Fritz), Kathryn and 
Mark Nichting; great-
grandchildren Ben, Megan, 

Claire, Jack, Caroline, Charles 
Sylvan, and Henry Wetta, and 
Madeline Buerger. He is also 
survived by two sisters, 
Glorine Pieper (William) and 
Pat Winnike (Gene, deceased). 
Sylvan was preceded in death 
by his parents and two sisters 
who died at birth, Mary Ann 
and Eileen. 
A memorial has been 
established for St. James 
Catholic Church. Online 
condolences to the Nichting 
Family may be made at the 
Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home 
website, 
www.barrholtkampfuneralho
me.com. 

 
John G. Broadhead 
John G. Broadhead age 73 
of Colchester, Ill., passed 
away November 12, at 
Memorial Hospital, 
Springfield, Illinois.  He was 
born January 9, 1943, in 

Macomb to Ray E. and Ollie 
L. Schnautz Broadhead.  John 
was united in marriage on 
April 3, 1965, at the Argyle 
Bible Church in Colchester, to 
Helen L. McClure.  
Surviving to mourn his 
passing are his wife of 51 
years, Helen Broadhead, 
Colchester, 3 Sons: John N 
Broadhead and Cheryl 
Stevens, Colchester; James L. 
Broadhead and Crystal 
Walters, Colchester; Jeff W. 
(Sherri) Broadhead, 
Tennessee, Ill.; 1 Daughter: 
Julie A. (Chris) Towery, 
Beardstown; 6 Grandchildren: 
Ben Broadhead, Sydney 
Broadhead, Payton 
Broadhead, C.J.Towery, 
Taylor Towery, Tara Towery, 
2 Brothers: Douglas (Carolyn) 
Broadhead, Virden, Illinois; 
and Phillip (Barbara) 
Broadhead, Castle Rock, 
Colorado. 

John was preceded in death by 
his parents. 
He was a member of Argyle 
Bible Church, South East 
Iowa Gas Engine Club, 
Midwest Old Threshers, 
Eastern Iowa Threshers, 
Participated in the Western 
Illinois Threshers, served as a 
Boy Scout Leader, when his 
boys were in scouts, John was 
well known for his ham and 
beans.  He loved wood 
working, hunting, fishing and 
camping.  John had been with 
Arnold Brothers Heating and 
Cooling in Macomb for over 
33 years.  His greatest love of 
all was the time he got to 
spend with his family. 
Memorials are to Midwest 
Old Threshers, Western 
Illinois Threshers, American 
Diabetes Foundation.  
Condolences may be 
expressed to the family at 
Jonesmortuaryfh.com. 

!ŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŀǎƘŜǊǎ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нмǎǘΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мнр ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ мо ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ тΣллл ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ 

THOT: 13 Nights of Fright  
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Winners of the 2016 OT Photo Contest  

Congratulations to the winners of the 2016 Midwest Old Threshers Photo Contest!  

1st Place Michael Savago of Lamont, Iowa wins $100 for his amazing spark show photo.  
2nd place ($50) is Kalayna Durr of Mt. Pleasant with the horse photo.  
3rd place ($25) goes to Melissa Kruse-Herbaugh of Salem, Iowa.  

Thanks to all who sent in pictures and we look forward to doing this again next year! 

Danielle Broeker Named 2016 Miss Sweet 16  

5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ .ǊƻŜƪŜǊΣ aǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ нлмс 

aƛǎǎ {ǿŜŜǘ мс ƻƴ wŜǳƴƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ мп ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎŜƭƭ ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊǎΣ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎΦ 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмт aƛǎǎ 

{ǿŜŜǘ мс ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ мс ōȅ WǳƴŜ мΣ нлмт ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ омф-оур-уфотΦ 

!ōƻǾŜΥ нлмс aƛǎǎ {ǿŜŜǘ мс /ƻǳǊǘό[-wύ aƛǎǎ 
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ bŀǘŀƭƛŜ {ƳƛǘƘΣ нƴŘ wǳƴƴŜǊ-ǳǇτ
!ƭŀȅǘƘƛŀ ²ƛǎǎƳŀƴΣ aƛǎǎ {ǿŜŜǘ мсτ5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ 
.ǊƻŜƪŜǊΣ мǎǘ wǳƴƴŜǊ-ǳǇτ{ȅŘƴŜȅ IŜŘƎŜǇŜǘƘ Φ 
 
[ŜƊΥ нлмс aƛǎǎ {ǿŜŜǘ мс ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ όŦǊƻƴǘ 
Ǌƻǿ [-wύ .Ǌƛǧŀƴȅ ¢ǊƛǎƪŀτaǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΤ bŀǘŀƭƛŜ 
{ƳƛǘƘτ!ƭƭŜƳŀƴΤ {ȅŘƴŜȅ IŜŘƎŜǇŜǘƘτ
WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΤ aŀǊƛǎǎŀ {ŎƘŜŜǊτ[ƻǳŘŜƴΤ [ƛƭƭȅ 
±ŀƴ!ƳŜǊƻƴƎŜƴτ²ƛƴŬŜƭŘΤ 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ .ǊƻŜƪŜǊτ
aǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ [ŀǳǊŜƴ DŜƻǊƎŜτbŜǿ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ 
ό.ŀŎƪ Ǌƻǿ [-wύ !ƭŀȅǘƘƛŀ ²ƛǎǎƳŀƴτaƛƭŦƻǊŘΣ b9Τ 
{ŀƳƛ wƻǎŜƭƭτaǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΤ [ƛȊȊȅ IŜŜǊŘǘτaǘΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΤ {ŀǾŀƴŀƘ WƻƭƻǳǎƪƛτaǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΤ Iƻƭπ
ƭƛŜ bŜƭǎƻƴτ[ƻŎƪǊƛŘƎŜΤ bŀǘŀƭŜƴŀ wǳƳƭŜȅτ
[ŜƻƴΤ {ǘŀǊǊ .ǳƧŀƴƻǿǎƪƛτaǘΦ tƭŜŀŀƴǘΤ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
YǊŀōƛƭƭτaǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΦ 
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! CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ 

Foundation Celebrates Three Decades of Growth  

     It is my pleasure, as Executive Director, to provide a brief overview of the 
Old Threshers Foundation during this past year. The Foundation reached a 
milestone in 2016 ï our 30

th
 year of operation. The Foundation was 

established in February 1986 with $40,000. And now, 30 years later, the 
Foundationôs assets have grown to $2,021,139.16! Of that total, current (cash 
assets) are $1,454,339.16 and fixed assets (our Illinois farm on a cost basis) is 
$566,800.00.  
  
       The purpose of the Foundation is to provide financial assistance to 
Midwest Old Threshers. During these past 30 years, the Foundation has given 
$1,106,733.85 in earnings to Old Threshers to fund various capital projects and 
improvements. Some of those projects during the past several years have 
included contributions toward:  
 
 Trolley track work 

 Restroom upgrades 
 New storage building 
 Traction steam headquarters building 
 New museum display for cars, trucks and fire department 
 Seed money for a new museum to display antique dolls and clothing 

 
The Foundation Board voted last year to change the formula used which would allow the Foundation 

to pass along more earnings to Midwest Old Threshers. So this year the Foundation will contribute its 
farm rent of $54,000 plus 5% of the three-year rolling average of the fair market value, which together 
equals nearly $109,000, to Midwest Old Threshers toward the following capital projects and 
improvements in 2017: 

 Ground train and trolley car restoration 
 Antique doll and clothing museum 
 Restroom remodel 
 Terrace drainage in the campground 
 Grounds LED lighting project 

 
At the Foundationôs annual board meeting in November, the following new board members were 

elected: Alan Elgar, Kendall Graber, Greg Kinney, Jeff Sitar and Mary Wettach. Congratulations and 
welcome to the board! Their terms will begin at the next quarterly board meeting in February, 2017. The 
following officers were reelected: Todd Mabeus, president; John Jensen, vice president; Melinda 
Huisinga, secretary; and Jason Goody, treasurer. 
As you approach year-end and consider your charitable contributions for this tax year, please keep 

our Old Threshers Foundation in mind. Remember your gifts to our Foundation qualify as charitable 
contributions to a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization for Federal income, estate and gift tax purposes. In 
addition to monetary contributions to either the pass through account or the endowment, other ways to 
support the Foundation include: a will bequest, a designation as a life insurance beneficiary, IRA, and/or 
a gift of appreciated stock. If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to 
contact me. 
On behalf of the Foundation Board, we thank all of you for your continued support which enables us 

to fulfill our mission of providing financial support to Midwest Old Threshers. May you and your family 
have a very Merry Christmas and a healthy, happy new year! 
       
 

 
 
 Alan D. Huisinga, Executive Director                                 

Alan Huisinga, Foundation 

Executive Director 
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O b i t u a r i e s  continued from page 10 

aunt Minnie Campbell. As 
most young brides did, 
when Kenneth joined the 
armed forces to help in the 
war effort, Frances moved 
in with her mother and 
father during his service 
overseas. In February of 
1956, they moved north of 
Hedrick. Frances worked 
part time at Grahamôs 
Department Store in 
Sigourney during the 
Holiday season. She also 
worked at the Hedrick 
Grocery Store from 1963-
1989. She last worked part-
time at Le Gift Store in 
Hedrick.  
Kenneth and Frances took 
great interest in the youth 
of rural Keokuk County. 
They would host high 
school age kids in their 
home so they could 
complete their high school 
careers. Frances has been 
keeping scrapbooks since 
1938, and enjoyed 

collecting many items 
including, owl figurines, 
spoons, thimbles, cups, 
pens, keychains, and 
matchbooks among other 
things. The two of them 
enjoyed 29 continuous 
years of camping at the 
Iowa State Fair and 31 
years camping at the Old 
Thresherôs Reunion in Mt. 
Pleasant. They also 
enjoyed working at the Old 
Threshers on the train, in 
the information booth. 
Frances also enjoyed 
taking bus trips with 
friends. Kenneth died 
September 18, 2007. On 
June 26, 2008, Frances 
moved to Oskaloosa. She 
attended the Central United 
Methodist Church and 
Womenôs Circle Christian 
Challenge 1. She enjoyed, 
flower and vegetable 
gardening, crocheting, 
going out to lunch with 
family and friends, 

cleaning, family genealogy, 
and attending 
neighborhood club. Her 
home was always spic and 
span and perfectly 
decorated for every 
holiday. She was a member 
of the American Legion 
Auxiliary.  
Her family includes her 
two children and their 
spouses, Jim and Mary 
Spears of Hedrick and Jone 
and Dennis Molyneux of 
Rose Hill; three 
grandchildren, Janean 
(Curt) Dimmig, Annette 
(Joseph) Roe and Devan 
(Fiance B.G. DeGeest) 
Lamberson; 5 great 
grandchildren, Triston, 
Talon, Ty Roe, Cauyer, 
Tieron Lamberson.  
In addition to her husband, 
she was preceded in death 
by her parents. 
 

 

Sylvan J. Nichting 

Sylvan Joseph Nichting, 
retired President and CEO 
of J.J. Nichting Co., Inc., a 
lifelong resident of Pilot 
Grove, Iowa passed away 
October 22, at age 90. 
He was born September 
19, 1926 to Joseph J. and 
Virgilia Nichting. On 
October 14, 1952 he was 
united in marriage to Joan 
M. Holtkamp at St. Johnôs 
Catholic Church in 
Houghton, Iowa. 
Sylvan was an active 
lifetime member of St. 
James Catholic Church in 
St. Paul, Iowa. He was a 
member of the Knights of 
Columbus, West Point 
Council. He served on the 
first International Harvester 
Dealer Advisory Board and 
the Case-IH Dealer 
Advisory Board. He was 
President and Director of 
the Iowa-Nebraska Farm 

Trackwork Completed on the Midwest Electric  Rwy  

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмс ōȅ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ 
CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΦ 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ¢ƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΣ ƴŜǿ ōŀƭƭŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ōȅ DǊŀƴŘǇŀΩǎ .ŀǊƴ ǿŀǎ 
ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ [ŀǊǊȅ Yƻƭƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ 
ŀƴŘ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎΦ 

Continued on page 12 
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He played at several 
churches, includes 
longtime service to the 
Congregational Church of 
Mt. Pleasant and First 
Baptist Church of 
Ottumwa.  
Those thankful for 
sharing in Duaneôs life 
include his wife of 51 
years, Judy of Mt. Pleasant; 
2 sons and their wives ï 
David & Amy Goff of 
Bridgeman, MI and Darrell 
& Brenda Goff of 
Muscatine; 5 grandchildren 
ï Levi Goff, Logan Goff, 
Lexi Goff & special friend 
Joe Williams; Alec Goff 
and Haley Goff and 1 great 
grandchild, Ryker 
Williams. 
His parents and 
grandparents precede 
Duane in death. 
Those considering an 
expression of sympathy 
may direct memorials to 
the Boy Scouts of America, 
St. Judeôs Childrenôs 
Hospital or Shrinersô 
Hospital for Crippled 
Children. Online 
condolences may be 
directed 
to www.kimzeyfuneralhom
e.com 

 
Joyce Elaine (Rich) Stull 
Joyce Elaine (Rich) Stull, 
85, of Lincoln, NE 
(formerly Mt. Pleasant), 
died Friday, October 7, at 
Clark Jeary Assisted 
Living. Her loving husband 
and daughter were by her 
side.  Joyce, the 6th of 9 
children, was born on 
October 27, 1930 in 
Wayland, IA to Nicholas & 
Oleta (Smith) Rich.  She 
later moved to Mt. Pleasant 
with her family and spent 
most of her life residing 
there.  She married Bobby 
Joe Stull of Mt. Pleasant in 
1963.  Together, they 
raised one daughter, 
Jill.  Joyce worked 
faithfully as a bookkeeper 

Duane L. Goff 
Duane L. Goff, 78, of Mt. 
Pleasant, died September 27, 
at his residence. 
Duane Lee Goff was born 
September 19, 1938 in 
Ottumwa. He was the son of 
Leonard Ray and Alta Merle 
(McCoy) Goff. Duane was 
raised in Batavia and 
graduated from Batavia High 
School in 1956. On March 
21, 1965 at the Batavia 
Methodist Church, Duane 
was united in marriage to 
Judith Raye (McConnell) 
Goff. 
After his high school 
education, Duane graduated 
from the Broadlawns/Polk 
Co. Hospital School of 
Nursing in 1961. He entered 
the United States Army in 
January of 1962 at Ft. Des 
Moines. Duane was 
commissioned as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Army 
Nurses Corp. He was 
honorably discharged as a 
1st Lieutenant in January of 
1964 at Ft. Riley, KA. 
Duane then began studies at 
the Minneapolis School of 
Anesthesia for Nurses, 
graduating in 1967. He was 
an anesthetist at various 
locations, including 
Princeton, IL for 8 years, 
LaSalle-Peru, IL for a year 
and a half and Henry County 
Health Center in Mt. 
Pleasant for 14 years. He 
then supplied various 
hospitals for anesthetist 
services on a private basis. 
To begin retirement, Duane 
worked at the switchboard of 
both the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics and the 
Ottumwa Regional Medical 
Center, until he fully retired. 
Duane was a member of 
the Princeton Christian 
Church and Mt. Pleasant 
Lodge #8 AF & AM. He 
volunteered an untold 
number of hours in several 
capacities at Midwest Old 
Threshers. Duane was a 
gifted organist and pianist. 

and secretary for a small 
manufacturing firm in Mt. 
Pleasant for 40 years.  Her 
true joy, however, came 
from spending time with 
her brothers and sisters and 
their families, unselfishly 
caring for her mother and 
mother-in-law in their later 
years, working with Bob in 
his business, Stull Electric, 
and spending as much time 
as she could with her two 
granddaughters, Allison 
and Anna.  Some of her 
interests included flower 
gardening, shopping with 
her Beta Sigma Phi sorority 
friends, cooking and baking 
for holiday meals with 
family, inviting friends 
over for dinner, Iowa 
Hawkeye football/
basketball, the color blue, 
anything Christmas and 
lovingly spoiling her 
granddaughters.  
Joyce had a strong faith 
in Jesus Christ and was a 
lifelong member of the 
First Baptist Church of Mt. 
Pleasant.  She was a tireless 
volunteer, teaching Sunday 
School and serving on 
many committees, 
particularly the kitchen 
committee where she put 
her talents to work in 
service to the church.  She 
was known as a humble, 
kind and caring woman 
who preferred quiet, 
personal conversation to 

being in the spotlight.   
Joyce is survived by her 
husband of 53 years, Bobby 
Joe Stull; daughter, Jill 
(Patrick) Hurlbut; 
granddaughters, Allison & 
Anna Hurlbut all of 
Lincoln; brothers, Edward 
(Marcia) Rich of 
Lockridge, IA, Will Rich of 
Clayton, GA, James (Jan) 
Rich of Port St. Lucie, FL; 
sisters, Lorraine Swanson 
of Arlington, TX, Doris 
Ann Hall of Safety Harbor, 
FL; brothers-in-law, Lyle 
Zear of Washington, IA, 

o b i t u a r i e s  

Ted (Phyllis) Stull, 
Canyon, TX, Keith 
Thomas, Canon City, 
CO; and many nieces & 

nephews.  
She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
brothers, Marvin & Dean 
Rich; and sister, LaVon 
Zear. 
Memorials are 
suggested to the First 
Baptist Church, 100 E. 
Webster St., Mt. 
Pleasant, IA or to the 
Alzheimerôs 
Association. 

 

Frances M. Spears 

Frances M. Spears, 91, 
of Oskaloosa and 
formerly of Hedrick, 
died October 20, at the 
MHP Hospital in 
Oskaloosa. She was born 
December 7, 1924, in the 
family home near 
Hedrick, Iowa, the 
daughter of Clay B. and 
Icel Mae Hawthorne 
Campbell. Frances was 
baptized at a young age 
at the Martinsburg 
United Methodist 
Church. She attended 
Lone Tree Country 
School and went on to 
attend Competine 
Township High School. 
While in school Frances 
was active in musical 
operettas, played 
forward on the 
basketball team and was 
the carnival queen her Jr. 
year. 
On January 16, 1941, 
she was united in 
marriage to Kenneth D. 
Spears at Lancaster, 
Missouri. Following 
their marriage, they 
moved to a farm east of 
Fremont. They later 
moved to a farm 
northeast of Martinsburg 
that was owned by her 

Continued on page 11 
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!Υ hƛƭ ŎǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ /ŀǎŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǎǘŀǝƻƴŀǊȅ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΦ          

.Υ {ǘŜŜƭŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ƻŦ ŀ Ǝŀǎ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊƭŀƴŘΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ /Υ /ƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ƭǘƳŀƴ-¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ {ǘŀǊǾŜŘ wƻƻǎǘŜǊΦ   5Υ ! ±² 5ǳƴŜ .ǳƎƎȅ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴǝǉǳŜ /ŀǊ !ǊŜŀΦ 9Υ /ƻǊƴ ǎƘŜƭƭŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƴ LǘŜƳǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ !ǎǎƴΦ ǘŜƴǘΦ {ƘŜƭƭŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Dŀǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ CΥ IŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻŘ 

{ƘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ 

[ƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мп ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ DǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΚ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

Ladies of Letterpress and Printersô Fair Join Forces 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмс aƛŘǿŜǎǘ hƭŘ 
¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎ wŜǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ [ŜǧŜǊǇǊŜǎǎ 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ¢ȅǇŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻō LLL ŀǘ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΩ IŀƭƭΦ 
aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎ CŀƛǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛŘ-{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
ŜǾŜƴǘΦ LŘŜŀǎΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƭŜǧŜǊǇǊŜǎǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ 
.ƻǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ hƭŘ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ 

(Above) Members of Ladies of Letterpress and 
participants of the Great Northern Printersô Fair gather 
for a group photo taken by Mel Stockwell. 

http://www.kimzeyfuneralhome.com/
http://www.kimzeyfuneralhome.com/
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in truck and car repair and machine and 
welding for many years. He has been 
involved with Old Threshers since 1967. 
For many years, he has ran some of the 
big gas engines. He and his son, Mike, he 
show gas engines. He had a 1949 Chevy 
pickup truck with a canopy. They slept in 
the bed of the truck.  
 
Stephen R. Borleske 
Stephen is from Onalaska, Wisconsin. He 
was born in Madison, Minnesota and 
raised in Wisconsin. He attended 
Wartburg College and received in 
Bachelors of Arts in Chemistry. He is a 
Research and Development Food 
Technologist. He has worked with the 
Midwest Electric Railway since 2005 
serving as a conductor, motorman, and is 
part of the track gang. 
 
Chris Pacha 
Chris is from Davenport, Iowa. He has 
been married to Lorraine for 33 years. He 
has two daughters and a son. Born and 
raised in East Pleasant Plain, Iowa, Chris 
graduated from St. Ambrose College in 
Davenport in 1974. He has worked for 
the railroad industry for 44 years. He 
retired in 2011. Chris started 
volunteering in 1973 mostly with the 
Midwest Central Railroad. He displayed 
and operated a 1911 Rumely for several 
years. He has also worked with Larry 
Colo on track rehabilitation and track 
projects for Midwest Central Railroad 
and Midwest Electric Railway. 
 
Larry Colo 
Larry is from Geneseo, Iowa. He has 
been married for 58 years. He has four 
children, ten grandchildren, and eight 
great grandchildren. He was born and 
raised in Des Moines. Larry worked for 
Rock Island Railroad for 24 years as a 
brakeman and conductor. He started RR 
Construction business in 1985. He has 
rebuilt railroads in a 1000 mile radius. 
Larry has been a volunteer for six years 
and has done various railroad work for 
Midwest Central Railroad and the 
Midwest Electric Railway. He is also on 
the board of directors of the Patriot 
Renewable Fuels. 
 
Sadie VanAmerongen 
Sadie is from New London, Iowa. She is 
the daughter of Brian and Nikole Howell. 
Her grandparents are Bonnie and Steve 
Vogler, and Bob and Ferneitta Woodall. 
Sadie is a nursing assistant at New 
London Specialty Care. Sadie started out 
parking campers in the campground. Her 
uncle, Jeff VanAmerongen, got her 

interested in trolleys and she started 
volunteering 5 years ago. She was 
instrumental in painting and restoring the 
1779 trolley car. She also participated in 
the Sweet 16 contest in 2010. 
 
Tim Pace 
Tim and his wife, Konnie are from 
Muscatine, Iowa. They have 2 children. 
He was born and raised in Muscatine. He 
has enjoyed farming for many years. He 
began exhibiting and volunteering in the 
Tractor Area 35 years ago in 1981 by 
helping Dorothy Martin set up the 
Cavalcade of Power. He has many fond 
memories of this show. 
 
Sonny Pace 
Sonny is from Muscatine, Iowa. He has 
been married to Barbara 63 years and he 
has four children. He was born and raised 
in Muscatine, Iowa and is a semi-retired 
farmer. He also has retired from being a 
rural mail carrier. He has been 
volunteering for Old Threshers in the 
Tractor Area for the past 35 years. 
 
Dawn Butler 
Dawn has been married to John for 30 
years and lives in Marion, Iowa. She is a 
mail clerk at Alliant Energy located in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She has been 
volunteering in the Tractor Area for 25 
years at the headquarters with registration 
and souvenir sales. She also drives the 
gas truck, works in the trolley area, and 
ticket booth. 
 
Donna Oliver 
Donna is from Cambridge, Iowa. She is 
married to Ralph, director in the Tractor 
Area. She has two children, 5 grandsons, 
1 granddaughter and 1 great 
granddaughter. Donna was born in Story 
City, Iowa. She graduated from Ames 
High School and had worked at Iowa 
State University in the Child 
development Laboratory School for 36 
years. Donna started coming to Old 
Threshers in 1994. She has volunteered 
in Tractor Area and Tractor 
Headquarters, and many other areas.    
Family members were craft vendors for 
many years. 
 

Brant Knudsen 
Brant was born in Des Moines and raised 
in Mt. Pleasant. He resides in Mt. 
Pleasant and is married to Bethany. They 
have one son. He is Director of Media at 
Faith Christian Outreach Church. Brant 
has been a gate worker for four years, 
griller for Elk burger stand and a Festival 
of Lights volunteer and committee 
member. One of Brantôs highlights is that 
he has every Old Threshers button since 
he was born in 1987.  
 
Mary Keller 
Mary is from Donnellson, Iowa. She has 
been married to John Keller for 67 years. 
Mary was born in Oklahoma, raised in 
Wyoming and moved to Iowa in 1960. A 
high school graduate and homemaker, 
Mary, whose image is on the 2015 Log 
Village cloisonn® pin, has volunteered 
her time in the Log Village at Old 
Threshers for 26 years by sitting on the 
porch entertaining visitors by playing the 
Dulcimer for many hours. 
 
John Keller 
John, known as Ron, married to Mary, 
was born in Powell, Wyoming. Both 
Mary and Ron are in their 80s. They are 
parents to six children, 15 grandchildren 
and 21 great-grandchildren. Ron is 
retired from Contel Telephone Co. John, 
also, has volunteered at the Log Village 
for 26 years by working in the barn and 
with Explorer Post 1846. He has been a 
Scout for 68 years.  
 
Mickey Keller 
Mickey is the son of Ron and Mary 
Keller. He lives in Ft. Madison, was born 
in Wyoming and raised in Iowa. Mickey 
attended college for 2 years. He is 
presently retired. Mickey has spent all of 
his volunteer hours in the Log Village 
helping to maintain the Blacksmith Shop 
by laying the floor and doing work on the 
roof. He has also, spent many hours with 
the children in the Log Village helping 
them with their wood working kits and 
with making rope.  

Nightly thru December 31st 


